arkley Sound always brings tomy
- tasty
_ accommodations and enjoyable hikes.
excellent natural wreck exploration
" several dive charter operators offering both
. day-boat excursion and multi-day, all-

‘mind thoughts of good: visibility
for underwater photography,

opportunities, unlimited kayaking routes
and incredible family-time possibilities. Add

this to swimming with six-gill sharks, |

encountering huge giant Pacific octopuses
and multiple sightings of wolf eels, and you

have the ingredients for an. unforgettabie: '
.. web site for hours). Tanks and weights are
Located within the boundaries of the

experience.

Pacific Rim National Park on the west coast
of Vancouver Island, Barkley Sound has
always been a favorite “hot spot” among
divers. This unique, wild coast wonderland
is easily accessed by boat from Port Alberni
via a narrow, 25-mile (40 km) inlet. A 56-mile
(89 km) gravel logging road from Port Alberni
to Bamfield is another access.

Before contact was established wnh
European explorers, the Nuu-chah-nulth
people inhabited this vast area in numbers

exceeding 3000, Their scattering of villages,

and fishing sites were spread throughout
the Broken Group and Deer Group Islands.
Inthe late 1800’s Bamfield became a bustling
outpost for fur trading and fishing. Today,
Bamfield’s population is a mere 200, but
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offers visitors a selection of quaint galleries,
restaurants, comfortable

Diving is possible year-round with
inclusive packages. Rental dive gear can be
obtained in Port Alberni at the Dive Shed, a
full service store that also operates -an
outpost in Bamfield for air fills (consult their

available at the Bamfield location, with

- Nitrox and mix gas to be offered later in the
 yrear (currently available in Port Alberni).

] started diving here in 1974 with the
Bamfield Marine Station,” states marine
biologist and medical doctor Curt Smecher,
owner of the Bamfield Dive Shed. “I have
not found a better place to dive.”

. Smecher opened the Bamfield Dive Shed
7 little over a year ago and is currently in
the process of outfitting a 34-foot boat to
offer dive charters in the spring of 2006.

I I will be using t]‘llS season to work the
kinks out so I can be sure to- offer rase service
that exceeds everyone’s expectatlons

In addition to the 16 Barkley Sound dive
locations listed on Smecher’s website, he
explained how some of the Port Alberni

By Bart oy

-residents like to swim with salmon in the

fall: “We run the river from Great Central
Lake to Stamp Falls, or Stamp Falls to the
Paper Mill Dam. Each of these runs is about
4 hours long, but shorter runs are also
possible. There are numerous rapids to run
and pools of migrating salmon tosee. This
hasn’t been developed into an event, but
for us, it is a great autumn activity.”

With over 100 islands in the Broken
Group alone, it’s easy to find a dive site to
suit any need. Chup Point is a favorite of
mine for macro photography, night diving
and being able to spot over five different
species of rockfish! On many occasions 1
have taken my daughter Tallen here because
of its shallow depth and lack of currents.
She always enjoys seeing the colorful

~assortment of nudibranchs.

1 have always thought Rerate Reef
should be nicknamed “wolf eel city”
because of its numerous long, gray
residents of varying length and age. It’s a
rare occasion that I am not able to
photograph at least five on a dive at this

‘site. Wayne Grant, my dive buddy, decided

to take a scooter on-our last dive to see how

many he could spot. He reported two out in

the open and four in separate dens, along
1"










